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MID WESTERN  ONTARIO  DISTRICT   NO. 46 

“Co-Operation & Communication Grows Friendship” 

        MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR BILL 
  

  

in celebrating the efforts of 

Immediate Past Governor Bob 

Keir and First Lady Maidy with 

your presence at the 2008-09 

„Live Life with Enthusiasm, 
Focus on the Kids‟ Awards 
Banquet on Saturday evening, 

February 6, 2010.  

 

Thanks for all you are doing in 

the name of Optimism in your 

home communities. It is a 

pleasure to visit your clubs and 

to see first-hand the fine work 

you do for our young people. 

Upcoming programs include the 

Essay, Oratorical and Grade 5 

Spelling Contests. Donations to 

the 2010 HOBY program are 

needed right away. Dates and 

District contacts are in the 

directory and on the website. 

 

Governor-elect Catherine 

Herdman, First Lady Linda and I 

were proud to represent 

Midwestern Ontario District at 

the January training for 

Governors and Governor-Elects 

held in Florida January 7-9, 

2010.  We renewed friendships, 

made new friends and learned a 

lot from the Optimists of all 

the other Districts.  

 

First Lady Linda and I wish you a 

happy, prosperous New Year. The 

2010 year looks most promising, 

with all the interest shown in 

sponsoring members and helping 

with New Club (Community) 

Building. Thanks to the forty 

Optimists who sponsored new 

members in the 1st quarter. 

Congratulations to Past Governor 

John Schindler for topping the 

list with six new members. The 

efforts of our New Club Building 

Chair Dianne Josling and her NCB 

Team are also recognized at this 

time. The co-operative, district-

wide approach to new club 

building is working well. Thank 

you to the Optimist Club of 

Downie for sponsoring the first 

new club „build‟ of the year in 

Wellesley. Thanks to those of 

you planning builds in other 

communities. You are securing 

the future of Optimist 

International.  

 

I am asking you to attend the 2nd 

Quarter Board Feb. 5 & 6 at the 

Delta Hotel in Kitchener. Vice 

President Marc Katz and 

Certified Trainer Sue Creswell 

are our Optimist International 

Representatives.  Please join us 

in 
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I look forward to serving as your Governor for the rest of the „Co-operation 
& Communication Grows Friendship‟ year.  Promise Yourself that you will do 

all you can to make this year as successful as it can be. Do it for the kids we 

serve. 

Governor Bill Adams 
519.393.6759 
bladams@quadro.net 

 
 

 

 

GOVERNOR BILL IS WINDY THIS QUARTER! 

 

OPTIMIST CREED 
Promise Yourselfļļ. 
 
To be so strong that nothing can 
disturb your peace of mind. 
To talk health, happiness, and 
prosperity to every person you 
meet. 
To make all your friends feel 
that there is something in them. 
To look at the sunny side of 
everything and make your 
optimism come true. 
To think only of the best, to work 
only for the best, and to expect 
only the best. 
To be just as enthusiastic about 
the success of others as you are 
about your own. 
To forget the mistakes of the past 
and press on to the greater 
achievements of the future. 
To wear a cheerful countenance 
at all times and give every living 
creature you meet a smile. 
To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that 
you have no time to criticize 
others. 
To be too large for worry, too 
noble for anger, too strong for 
fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble. 

Optimist International® 

 

¶ THE GUELPH OPTIMIST CLUB IS CELEBRATING THEIR 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY JUNE 26, 2010 AT THEIR CLUB HOUSE WITH A 
DINNER AND DANCE.  This is something to party about as they are a 

club still going strong.  Let‟s as a District get behind them and help 

celebrate it.   Thanks, Lt.Gov. Larry 
 
¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF FANSHAW LONDON supported the 

Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. Their favourite spot was at the clock 

in Masonville Mall. 
 

¶ EGREMONT OPTIMISTS ARE HOSTING A CHICKEN WING NIGHT 

on January 27. Wings served from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. and take out is 

available.  Call Rayburn Love at 519.334.3490 for more information. 

 

¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF NORMANDY TOWNSHIP features “All 

About” articles on their Optimist members.  Very interesting! 

 

¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF NEW HAMBURG are selling tickets on a 

band new shiny, red 2010 Challenger!  I think I would like one of them. 

 

¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF KITCHENER-WATERLOO has a 

torchbearer in their midst. Optimist Secretary Joe MacEachen‟s wife 

Cecilia won a spot as an Official Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torchbearer.  

Way to go CC! 

 

¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF LAKESHORE VILLAGE is holding a Bowl-

Til-U-Drop on April 17th, 2010.  Proceeds from the event will help a 

needy family who has a child with cancer. Contact Bruce McNaughton. 

 

¶ THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF OAKRIDGE ACRES has a travelling gavel! 

President Gary is the gavel still travelling?  Does it need a companion 

traveler? 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
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“Catch a rising star 
and put them in 
your pocket. Never 
let  them get  
away!” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 
 
 
 
“First Timer‟s Session  
at 8:00 a.m. – never 
been to a District 
meeting before?? 
This is the day!” 
 
 
 

           

     

 And Hereõssssss Governor Elect Catherine! 

 

It has been a really interesting time 

as this year‟s Governor-Elect – 

meeting more people, helping with 

the New Community Build in 

Wellesley, attending anniversary 

parties, and Zone meetings….I have 

been learning as much as I can about 

our fine district and have been busy 

helping Governor Bill whenever 

asked. I look forward to the 

Governor-Elect training that is being 

held in January and I trust that I 

will come back with plenty of 

information and even more 

enthusiasm for Optimism!  

 

Second Quarter Board Information 
& Training Seminars 
We have had good feedback on the 

First Quarter Board and have taken 

those comments into consideration 

while planning our Second Quarter 

Board training sessions. 

 

We will be having an Optimist 

International certified trainer at 

our Second Quarter Board which will 

give us the opportunity for everyone 

[including District Chairs] to 

participate in a training session. 

There will be Fun & Fellowship 

information in the morning as well as 

a session for the club presidents and 

the Lt. Governors.  Lunch will be on 

your own. Right after lunch there 

will be a training session with Linda 

Adams on the Achievements and 

Awards Program. We will be having 
a First Timer‟s session at 8:00 
a.m. – please be sure to bring club 
members that have never been to 
a District meeting before – early 
enough to attend this session.      

To Catch a Rising Star 
 

I will be contacting the Lt 

Governors for names and contact 

information of members who will 

make good leaders at the club 

and at the district level. We will 

be having a special session aimed 

at developing leaders – this 

session is by invitation only –  

please make sure you provide 

your Lt Governor with the 

contact information for any of 

your club members that you feel 

will be a good leader! I would like 

to get the invitations out to 

these club members as soon as 

possible, so please think about 

who you would like to see benefit 

from this training session and 

send your Lt Governor their 

contact information as soon as 

possible. Thank you,  

 

Optimist Catherine Herdman, 
Governor-Elect 2009-10 

                  
 
 
 

                    
 

See you at the 

Training Sessions!  
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Promise Yourself é to Build our Future  

 

New Community (Club) Building is 

in full swing in Midwestern 

Ontario District.  We remain 

committed to three goals: (1) 

building at least 5 new clubs this 

year; (2) introducing at least 20 

Optimists to the rewarding 

experience of New Club Building, 

and (3) requiring police checks 

for Charter membership. The co-

operative, teamwork spirit shown 

by many Optimists and their home 

clubs in supporting MWO‟s New 

Club Building goals is most 

encouraging. East London and 

Mitchell are supporting builds 

wherever the District Team 

believes they are most needed.  

 

To date (Jan. 6), eight MWO 

Optimists are First Timers for 

the 2009-2010 New Club Building 

efforts: President Rick Zimak, 

Downie; Imm. Past Governor Bob 

Keir, Carling Heights;  Zone 3 Lt. 

Governor Maidy Keir, Carling 

Heights; Kelli Crowley, Ellice; 

First  Lady Linda Adams, 

Sebringville/Avon River clubs; 

Zone 6 Lt. Governor Ken Hayward 

Mount Forest; President Chris 

Brooks, Sebringville; Zone 7 Lt. 

Governor Larry High, President of 

West Cambridge.  

 
Traditional club building requires 

a minimum of 25 signed Charter 

members for organization. There 

are 15 days to add more Charter 

members. Optimist International 

introduced Pilot club builds last 

year.  A club can be organized 

with a minimum of 15 signed 

Charter members. 

There are 90 additional days to 

add Charter members and the 

rest of the year to bring the club 

to full club status of at least 25 

members. Full club status is 

important for award recognition. 

We plan to build full clubs of at 

least 25 wherever possible, and 

to build pilot clubs when a 

particular community requires 

that approach. The decision to 

have the Charter membership 

take part in a police check 

procedure has been fully 

endorsed by the newly signed 

members in Wellesley. 

 

Clubs interested in helping with 

New Club Building are asked to 

contact any member of the NCB 

team: Lt. Governor George 

DeWys, Ruby Smith, Matt 

Crowley, Bob Vanstone or Chair 

Dianne Josling. The NCB 

Handbook is available at 
www.optimist.org 

 

 Promise Yourself, and the 

youngsters we serve, that you 

will be part of the building of 

Optimist International‟s future. 

Offer names of potential 

members, spark your club to take 

on a build, be part of the group 

of 20. We can‟t just „talk the 
talk‟ anymore- we must „walk the 
walk.‟ New Club Building is a 

rewarding experience you will 

always remember… and be 

remembered for.   

 

NCB Chair Dianne 
Josling 
519.348.9053 
dianjosl@cyg.net 

 

 
                        
              

 

 
 
 

Are 

                 
 

 

you 

 
 
 

walking  
 

 
 
 

the 
 

 
 
 

WALK? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.optimist.org/
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Can you solve 

this riddle?  

 

You are riding on 

a beautiful white 

horse.  

On your left side 

is a drop off.  

On your right 

side are several 

ostriches being 

chased by a lion.  

In front of you 

are four large 

gazelles that 

won't get out of 

your way 

and you can't 

seem to overtake 

them.  

Behind you is a 

stampede of 

horses.  

What must you 

do to get out of 

this highly 

dangerous 

situation? 

As of December 31, 2009, our 

district has added 62 new 

members, sponsored by 40 

Optimists. I want to take this 

opportunity to thank each of the 

sponsors for helping to ensure our 

future. 

 

30 Optimists sponsored in one new 

member each while the following 10 

Optimist sponsored in more than 

one member each. 

John Schindler (Summerside) 

sponsored 6 new members 

Clayton Tokarz (Norwich) and Bob 

McFadyen (Kitchener West) 

sponsored 4 new members each 

Kim Day (Kintore), Kelly Murphy 

and Tim Thompson (Norwich), 

Patricia Robertson (London - 

Southwest) sponsored 3 members 

each 

Dianne Josling(Mitchell), Gail 

Yurich (Scotland) and Carl 

Marshall (Tillsonburg) sponsored 2 

members each. 

 

We have also lost 111 members for 

a net decrease in of 49 members 

for the first quarter. Only 11 (of 

89) clubs are showing a net 

increase in membership. 

 

 Membership is everyone‟s 

responsibility.  

 

I want to encourage, and challenge 

every Optimist to step forward and 

help their club end the year just a 

little bit stronger than how you 

started the year. My objective this 

year is “1 new member per 

quarter per club”.  

               
 

“1 NEW MEMBER PER QUARTER PER CLUB” 

This will take us a long way towards 

a positive result in membership this 

year. But this needs everyone‟s 

involvement.  

 

In late November I was to a NOW 

meeting in Norwich. From that one 

meeting, the club added 10 new 

members. Congratulations 

President Clayton, you have shown 

us it can be done! 

 

The work we do for the Kids in our 

communities is too important to 

lose. But it can only continue and 

grow with new members who bring 

in new ideas, new enthusiasm and 

new energy.  

 

One new member per club per 

quarter.  Not a big commitment, 

but one that will improve our ability 

to continue the programs we offer 

the Kids in our community. 

 

Let‟s rebuild our District, one 

member at a time. 

 

Membership Chair, 
Past Governor, Bob McFadyen 
 

 

 
 

Donõt forget to wish that special person a 

òHappy Valentines Day.ó 
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finisher receives $50 US and 

the third duck across the line 

gets $25 US.    Checks will be 

mailed after Convention.   If 

you have any questions, please 

contact the Programs 

Department at (800) 500-

8130 or via e-mail at 

ccc@optimist.org.   You can 

find a form at the link below: 

http://www.optimist.org/for
m/CCC_Duck_Race_Order_Fo
rm_2010.pdf 

 

Watch for more information 

on the London Challenge 

Bowling fundraiser on 

Saturday, February 20, which 

will be posted on the MWO 

website and dust off your 

bowling shoes and ball for a 

fun-filled evening! 

 
Please contact me if I can be 
of any assistance.     

 

Childhood Cancer Campaign 
Chairperson, 
Jackie.kinder@rogers.com   
519.680.7182 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Rubber Duck y, 

youõre the one, 

You make bath  

time  

lots of  fun,  

Rubber Duck y, 

Iõm awfully fond 

of you . 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Who made the 

Rubber Duck y song 

famous?  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CCC NEWS 

One of our Optimist goals is to 

rid the world of childhood cancer.   

With the hard work of all 

Optimists, we will achieve that 

goal!  Keep up the good work that 

you are doing in raising funds to 

support children and their 

families in your communities, to 

support research and acquisition 

of equipment at your local 

hospitals, to support local 

organizations like Childcan, and to 

support many other worthwhile 

projects.      If your club would 

like to donate directly to the 

Childhood Cancer Campaign, please 

remember that cheques should be 
made out to Optimist 
International Foundation Canada, 
with “CCC” in the memo line. 

 

Did you know that Optimist 

International will be sponsoring a 

CCC Duck Race at the 2010 

International Convention with all 

proceeds going to the CCC 

Matching Grants program?   It‟s 

only 10 bucks a duck!     The good 

news is that everyone can 

participate, even if they will not 

be attending Convention.   

Members can purchase as many 

ducks as they like.   Payment must 

be sent with a CCC duck order 

form which can be found on the 

OI website (see below).   Order 

forms must be submitted by June 

14 or ducks can be purchased at 

the Convention. 

The first duck to cross the finish 

line wins its owner the grand prize 

of $100 US. The second-place  

 

 

 

Answer to Riddleé. 

 

Get off the  

Merry-Go-Round! 
 

 

                   B.E. Jennifer 
 
 

 
 

http://ca.mc882.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ccc@optimist.org
http://www.optimist.org/form/CCC_Duck_Race_Order_Form_2010.pdf
http://www.optimist.org/form/CCC_Duck_Race_Order_Form_2010.pdf
http://www.optimist.org/form/CCC_Duck_Race_Order_Form_2010.pdf
mailto:Jackie.kinder@rogers.com
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   We Need You!     

 Just a friendly reminder and 

invitation for loyal and dedicated 

members of Midwestern Ontario 

District of Optimist International 

to step forward in helping in the 

leadership of our strong District.  

 

In order to serve youth and 

community effectively the District 

must have able dedicated 

leadership. We seek women and 

men of good character with a keen 

interest in serving at the District 

level. This is why you are here. We 

believe you are that kind of 

person. We need you to share our 

mission. We need continually new 

ideas, talents, and plans that you 

would bring as a leader. It is not 

often that one has the opportunity 

to meaningfully affect the lives of 

others. You will have that 

opportunity. With you, we can 

become a better and stronger 

District. With you we can provide 

a greater service in the District.  

 

Please contact me, if you are 

willing to accept the challenge of 

leadership at 

bobkeir@sympatico.ca or 

519.858.4946. Thank you for your 

valued time and consideration.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Bob Keir IPG,  
Candidates Qualifications 
 
 

          

 

 

Plan to attend the Second 
Quarter Board on Saturday 
February 6, 2010 at the 
Delta Hotel in downtown 

Kitchener.  

There is great training sessions 

planned for the day, followed by 

Immediate Past Governor's Bob 

'Live Life with Enthusiasm, 
Focus on the Kids' Awards 
Banquet.   

Contact Registrar Optimist 

Annie right away at 

519.662.1754 or email 

awvannieke@gto.net to book 

your hotel rooms and banquet 

tickets.  Looking forward to 

growing Friendships…  

Convention Chair,  
Ann Tosheff 

 

 

SECOND QUARTER 

BOARD OR BUST! 

mailto:bobkeir@sympatico.ca
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Who made the 

Rubber Duck y 

song famous?  

 
 
 

Ernie  ( Jim 

Hensen)  

from Sesame 

Street!   

 

 
 
 
     

District Secretary/Treasurer Wally, the Man Who 

Looks After the Money 

  
We want to give a hearty THANK YOU to all the clubs in our great 

Midwestern Ontario District that always pay their district dues promptly.  It 

certainly helps keep the programs for the Quarter Boards and throughout 

the District moving forward.   

 

To those clubs who have not yet paid their dues for the first half of 2009-

10, please contact me immediately.  Your second notices have been sent, but 

your clubs are 'not in good standing' and therefore unable to vote and 

'forfeit all rights and privileges‟' until dues are paid in full.   

 

If your club has not received your invoice for the first half dues, please 

communicate with me immediately at 519-662-1754 or email 

awvannieke@gto.net, and the problem can be corrected.   

 

Yours in Optimism,  
MWO DS/T Wally 

 

My name is Betty Deckert and I am the Optimist International Foundation Chair for the Midwestern Ontario District. I 

have been a member of the Southwest Kitchener for 8 years and I am excited to take on this new role in the organization. 

We are hoping to have a great year in 2010! 

 

First, I would like to thank all the clubs and individuals that have already donated to the foundation over this Optimist 

year. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

There are many ways your club and individuals in your club can donate to the foundation. You can purchase this year‟s 

dime-a-day pin for 36.50. You can purchase a presidents club plate for $250, or this year‟s "Friends of Today" print for 

$500. 

 

Individuals can also join the "Christian D. Larson Partners Society" for a donation of $1000, and receive a commemorative 

plaque. There are additional ways to give individually and ways to be recognized, please contact me, and I can discuss other 

ways to give if you are interested. 

 

There is also going to be a "Plunger Plop" to raise money for the Optimist International Foundation May 8th, 2010 at the 

Southwest Kitchener Optimist Club and the Annual Golf Tournament is on June 19th, 2010 at St. Mary's Golf Tournament. 

More information on these events to follow.......please mark them in your calendar. 

 

Please forward this to members of your club. I look forward to hearing from you all. 

 

Just another note: The Southwest Kitchener Optimist Club is having a Valentine‟s Day Fundraiser Dance on Saturday 

February 13th, 2010. It is $15 and sure to be a good time....email me if you would like tickets. 

 

Yours in Optimism, Betty Deckert, O.I.F. Chair for MWO District, optimistbettydeckert@hotmail.com 
519-748-0735 

Optimist International Foundation  
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SHOULD CHILDREN WITNESS CHILDBIRTH? 

 

Due to a power outage, only one paramedic responded to the call.  The house was very dark so the paramedic 

asked Kathleen, a 3-yr old girl to hold a flashlight high over her mommy so he could see while he helped 

deliver the baby. Very diligently, Kathleen did as she was asked. Heidi pushed and pushed and after a little 

while, Connor was born. The paramedic lifted him by his little feet and spanked him on his bottom. Connor 

began to cry. 

The paramedic then thanked Kathleen for her help and asked the wide-eyed 3-yr old what she thought about 

what she had just witnessed. 

Kathleen quickly responded, 'He shouldn't have crawled in there in the first place.....smack his bum again!' 

If you don't laugh at this one, there's no hope for you. 

All Year Long Youth Appreciation & Respect for Law 

January   1 Submit Second Quarter Optimist International dues. 

 

February 1-28 Oratorical Contest Month – Topic: “Cyber Communication: Progress or Problem?” 
    5 District Executive Meeting………………………Location: Delta Hotel, 105 King St. E, Kitchener 

    6    SECOND QUARTER BOARD (Awards Banquet): Delta Hotel, 105 King St. E, Kitchener  

          28 Club deadline to submit winning essays to Optimist Merideth Marton, Chairperson, District 

  Essay Contest. 

 March  20    District Executive Meeting……………………..Location: To Be Announced 

(tentative) 

April 1 – 30 Hold club officer elections for the 2010-2011 Optimist Year. 

1 Submit Second Half of Midwestern Ontario District dues to District Secretary/Treasurer 

      Wally Van Niekerk. 

1 Submit Third Quarter Optimist International dues. 

          15 District deadline to submit Essay Contest winner to Optimist International. 

          24 Deadline for THIRD QUARTER DISTRICT NEWSLETTER to Bulletin Editor Jennifer 

Zurbrigg. 

 May      8 District O.I.F. Plunger Plop………………………Location: South West Kitchener Club, Kitchener 

          15 THIRD QUARTER BOARD (Oratorical Contest)…Location: Shakespeare Community Hall, 

Shakespeare 

          20 “Club Officer-Elect Report” for due to O.I. Canadian Service Centre, Governor, Governor-

Elect, etc. 

June 1 - 30 Optimist International Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 

           15 District deadline to submit Oratorical winners to Optimist International. 

           19 District O.I.F. Golf Tournament……Location: St. Mary‟s Golf & Country Club, St. Marys 

           19 Anniversary of Optimist International (1919) 

 

2009 ð 2010 Dates to Remember: 
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“Deadline for submission 

for MWO Newsletter for 

the Third Quarter is April 

24th, 2010.” 

 

Email: 

zurbrigg@quadro.net  

 

Subject Line: 

 „MWO Newsletter Report‟ 

 

Please indicate the above 

in the subject line.  We get 

many emails and this 

makes it easier for my 

better half not to delete 

the message in error.  

Thanks.  jz 

In keeping with 

Governor Bill‟s 

commitment to 

promoting 

communication, the 

following is provided for 

your information: 

 

Governor Bill Adams 

R R 2 

St. Paul‟s, ON   N0K 1V0 

 

 Telephone No: 519-393-

6759 

 Email Address:       

bladams@quadro.net 

 

Websites: 

www.optimistmwo.on.ca 

www.optimist.org 

www.optimistleaders.org 

www.optimist.mail.org 
 

 

 

 

 
 

92nd Optimist  

International Convention 
July 8-10, 2010 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Don't miss out on all of the  

excitement as folks travel to  

the "Mile High City" to attend  

the 92nd annual International  

Convention, the perfect blend  

of outdoor adventure and  

urban sophistication. That's  

the duality locals love about  

Denver, Colorado. 

 

The Sheraton Denver  

Downtown Hotel is your  

ultimate destination. All  

Convention activities will  

take place in this spectacular  

facility. 

 
Photo by Steve Crecelius for the Denver Metro 

Convention & Visitors Bureau  

 

Mark your calendars for  
July 8, 9 and 10, 2010.  
A condensed three-day  

Convention schedule  

allows for more time to  

see the sights. You won't  

want to miss it! 

 

Registration  

Online registration 

 for the 2010 Convention  

is now available! 

Register online 

Download a registration form 

(to submit by mail or fax)  

 

mailto:bladams@quadro.net
http://www.optimistmwo.on.ca/
http://www.optimist.org/
http://www.optimistleaders.org/
http://www.optimist.org/e/member/convention2.cfm
http://www.optimist.org/reg/ConvReg_Member.cfm
http://www.optimist.org/Form/REGISTRATION_FORM_Denver-E.pdf

