Vé viéc xin Teaching Assistantship dé di lam PhD & My

o) day chi néi vé nganh todn. Nhung viéc xin lam Ph.D hay Master ciia nhiéu nganh ti nhién
ciing twong tu, chi c6 kha nang dwoc nhan chac 1a it hon & nganh todn. Kha ning xin dwoc hoc
bong nganh Vat 1y ciing kha cao. Va ciing c¢é nhiéu sinh vién ngoai quéc dén My hoc Computer
Science nhor loai hoc béng nay, ké ca sinh vien VN. (Chud y: & My nghién ciru sinh goi 13 graduate
student, con & Anh hay Uc thi goi 1 postgraduate student.)

1. V& viéc dao tao PhD todn & My va hoc béng. Trong s6 khodng 2000 truomg dai hoc &
My c6 khodng 170 trwong la ¢ chwong trinh dao tao PhD vé nganh todn. 170 truong nay nam
1996 cho ra khodng 1200 PhD vé todn. Chi c¢é 44% trong s6 nay la nguoi ¢é quoc tich My, phan
con lai 14 nguoi ngoai quée. (thdng ké cia hoi todn hoc My). Hau hét nhirng ngudi ngoai quoc
nay dén My hoc déu dwoc nhan hoc bong Teaching Asssistantship cia chinh truwdomg dai hoc noi
minh hoc dé trang trai tién hoc phi va #n &. RA&t nhiéu sinh vién ngoai qudc 1a tir Trung Qudc
va Dong Ay, 1a nhirng noi ma {t ngudi ¢é6 khd nang du hoc ty tdc. Sinh vién Viet nam clng ¢é
thé dén My hoc bang con duwong nay, va da c6 mot sé nguedi dang lam Ph.D. & My theo dang hoc
bong nay & cic nganh toan, vat 1y, computer science.

Nhung s6 nguroi xin loai hoc bong nay tir phia Vietnam con qué ft. C6 1é 1a do thiéu thong tin,
va trong nuéc luon cé ¥ nghi rang viéc xin hoc bong 14 phai qua rat nhiéu co quan; chi tiéu; rat
phitc tap... Véi loai hoc bong sé néi dén & day, ban chi xin trirc tiép véi truomg dai hoc ma ban
muén hoc. N6 rat khdc véi céc loai hoc bong thuomg gip & VN (thi du hoc bong Fulbright), va
ciing rat khac v6i hoc bong & cidc nrée chau Au.

Nén kinh té My moi nam can khodng 900-1000 PhD méi vé toan, nhiéu hon s PhD cé qudc
tich My, do d6 rat nhiéu ngudi ngoai qudc, sau khi 1dy Ph.D. toan tai My, da xin dwgc viéc lam
tai My.

2. Teaching assistantship la gi? Tai sao dai hoc My bé tién ra cho NCS ngoai qudc?

Hon 95% céc NCS khoa todn nhan hoc bong Teaching Assistantship. Goi 14 hoc bdng, nhung
trén thuc t€ 1a ban lam viéc cho truomg, va bl lai truedmg cho phép ban dwoc :

+ mién déng hoc phi,

+ hudng mot khodng tien 9000 — 14000 dollars ( mot ndm ).

S6 tién nay du dé séng, va tham chi nudi cd vo con néu ban tiét kiém, nhu dai da s6 sinh vién
Trung Quéc. Ngoai ra he ban cé thé lam thém mot s6 viéc nhu day thém, gi thw vién, v.v..., c6
thé kiém thém duwoc khodng 2000 $. Luat lao dong My khéng cho phép sinh vién ngoai qudc lam
viéc ngoai treong dai hoc cia ban.

Cong viéc ciia ngudi nhan hoc bong.

Mot mén hoc & mot 16p hoc & My thuong do gido su doc bai gidng, va mot phu ta (goi la
teaching assistant, viet tat TA) huéng dan sinh vién gidi bai tdp. Thi du gido su doc bai gidng 3
tiét mot tuan, va TA huwdng dan sinh vién lam bai tap (hay lam phong thi nghiém) mot tiét. Gio
TA dan 16p déi khi duoc goi 14 recitation. Nguoi TA ndy cling giip do cdc gido sw chdm bai tap
vé nha, bai kiém tra, va bai thi.

Truong thué TA trong s6 cdc NCS cda trueomg. Thong thuong mot TA phdi day 4 tiét mot
tuan. Dé bu lai TA duoc hudng cic thir nhw da néu trén.

Thay vi phai day cic 16p, TA cé thé cham bai (thuwong 12 bai tdp vé nha, nén tuan nio ciing



cé viéc 1am). Thi du day recitation 2 16p, ch&m bai 2 16p. Néu ban 14 NCS méi dén, cé thé ho
cho ban cham bai 4 lép, dé khdi day, trong lic ho nghi 14 ban can hoan thién tiéng Anh.

Can phai néi rang viéc day cia cidc TA 1a rat don gidn, hau hét khong phai chuan bi gi, dén
16p sinh vién thiac mic gi thi trad 1oi.

Sinh vién nganh nao cling phdi hoc vai khéa todn. Céc truwong dai hoc My can TA nhu la
nhirng nguwoi lam tam thoi. VA s6 TA (dong thoi 13 NCS) can thué hang ndm khéng thé gidm di,
di1 rang s6 ngudi hoc toén it di.

Vi nganh todn hoc ra khé kiém viéc lam, va lwong khong cao 14m so véi lwong cia nhung
nganh phéi hoc mat chirng ay thoi gian, nén {t ngudgi My ndp don xin vao lam NCS todn. Va
nguoi nop don khong phdi lic nao cung 1a gidi todn. Day 1a 2 Iy do chinh ma céc khoa toan nhan
ngudi nude ngoai: thiéu TA va can NCS gidi.

3. Diéu kién gi? Khd ning duoc nhan?

Ban da c6 bang cit nhan todn, c6 TOEFL trén 550 (cé triromg doi 580, ¢6 trudmg 600) thi ban
¢6 thé nop don xin Teaching Assistantship.

Trong trwong hop xuit sic — thi du da cé nhiéu bai bao khoa hoc, va c¢é nguoi trong khoa chirng
nhan ban kh4 tiéng Anh, nguoi ta cé thé nhan ban khong can TOEFL. Ho sé bat thi TOEFL sau
khi nhap hoc & khoa. Néi chung néu da cé 1-2 bai bdo khoa hoc thi khd nang dwoc nhan sé rat
cao, vi né chirmg té ban c¢6 kha nang lam nghién ctru.

Vay néu ban dang 13 NCS todn trong nwéc, hay dang & nuéc ngodi, ban déu cé thé nop don.
Néu ban dang 13 SV khoa todn, hay suy nghi vé chuyén xin hoc bong nay; va néu vay, hay chuan
bi that ky: c&n ban todn that viing va tiéng Anh.

Nam 1995 c¢6 khodng 16000 don xin lam NCS vé todn, va khodng 2400 ngudi duge nhan, 95%
s6 nay 1a TA. Nhin qua thi tudng nhu 13 con s6 14y vao 14 15%, nhung trén thuce té cao hon nhiéu.
Ly do a4 mot sinh vién thuwdong gbi don xin mot lic nhiéu truomg, ho sé lwa chon trong s cac
trirong nhan ho. Ngoai ra & cdc triromng néi tiéng, s canh tranh 16n hon, con céc trieong it tiéng
thi it hon.

Khoa toan truwong University of California at Berkeley, dwgc xép s6 1 trong cac khoa toan, ndm
ngoai ¢é 350 don xin. Ngudi ta gdi gidy nhan 1oi cho 90 ngudi, va chi ¢6 35 NCS dén hoc. 55
nguoi kia, vi nhiéu ly do, da chon truong khac.

Khoa toan truomg State University of New York at Buffalo ndm ngodi c6 80 don xin lam TA,
nguoi ta gdi gidy nhan 1oi cho 30 ngudi, va ¢6 12 NCS dén hoc (18 nguol k ia ¢é 1é da xin dwoc
cla noi khac ma ho thich hon). Khoa todn trirong ndy xép hang 66 trong tong s6 170 truwong ké
trén. (Plurng chd trong qud dén bdng xép hang).

Nhw vay khoang 3-4 don thi ¢6 mot dwge nhan.

4. Lam thé& nido d&€ ndp don?

Vé nguyén tic, viét thu dén khoa todn, yéu ciu ho gdi cho ban mot bo don (application
forms). Dién vao don rdi gdi nop, ciing véi cc gidy to ho yéu cau. Chon 2-3 truomg dé gdbi dén,
moét treong gidi, mot truong kha, va mot truong trung binh. Dia chi cdc trwdomg ban cé thé héi
qua mot s6 NCS di truwde, hodc xem trong cuén ” Assistantships and graduate fellowships in the
mathematical sciences” (nha xuat ban American Mathematical Society, xem tai cdc thu vién).

Céc giay to doi hdi trong don trong cé vé phitc tap, nhung that ra khd don gidn. Chd yéu la :



+ Pon (c6 mau)

+ Ban dich vin bang tét nghiép, va ban diém.

+ Diém thi TOEFL,

+ 2 thu gidi thiéu cia céic gido su.

+ Mot khodng tién 1é phi xét don khodng 30-50 $.

Ve tién 1¢ phi xét don, t&t nhat 14 ban nhd ngudi quen & My déng ho. C6 trudmg cho ban tam
hoan déng s6 tién niy néu ban & mot nrde ma tai dé ngoai té khong dwoc cong khai sir dung; ban
sé déng so tién nay sau khi dén My. Khong ro Viet Nam ¢é xép vao loai nay khong.

Thur gi¢i thidu rat quan trong. Thuw gidi thiéu phai dwge dé trong phong bi thrr da niém (dé
chirng t4 1a ban chwa xem), hodc gdi riéng truc tiép dén khoa todn. Thu dugc viét bdi cc gido
su da day ban, hodc cia nhirng ai da biét kha ning hoc ciia ban, hodc da doc cong trinh cia ban.
Néu nguoi viet thu giéi thiéu bdo ddm ban 13 SV xuét sic nhit truong, hay nhit khéa hoc, thi
rat tot. VA néu ngudi d6 ¢ quen biét véi nhirng ngudi trong khoa todn noi ban dang nop don,
ban sé c¢6 nhiéu hy vong. Néu ban dwgc mdt gido suw trong khoa noi ban nop don bado ddm vé
chuyén moén va tiéng Anh, ban c¢é thé dwoc nhan dé dang, cé khi khéng can TOEFL.

Thi TOEFL thi da c6 t6 chirc tai VN.

Don phéi nop diing han, thudng dé xét cho nién khod 199x/199(x+1) thi ban phai nop don
cham 1dm 13 thang 2/199x. Mot s6 triromg nhan cd NCS bat dau hoc ky II. Don ndép mudn c6 thé
xin géc lai cho hoc ky sau hodac ndm hoc sau.

Sau khi qua dén My ban van c6 thé nép don qua truong gidi hon. Khong it NCS qua dén My
roi thi chuyén sang ldm PhD vé mdy tinh.

5. Tai sao di lam PhD todn & My?

Hién nay tim dugc ngudi di hoc todn & VN rat hiém. Va khong biét vai chuc nam nira lay
dau ra gido su toan dé giang day trong cic truomg dai hoc. Gidng day todn & mitc dai hoc can cé
PhD. Do d6, néu ban di hoc toan bay gid, vé mic kinh té, sau ndy ban sé van dwgc bdo ddm, khi
ma nhu cau vé gido su toan cao. Vi tinh hinh kinh té bay git, viéc hoc hanh cang ngdy cang mé
rong, chic chin sé can nhifu gido s todn.

Chuong trinh hoc & M§ kha mém déo va linh dong. Ban cé thé vira lam PhD vé toan vira hoc
thém computer science hodc nhirng thit khéc. Vi kiém viéc lam khé, nén cdc khoa toén rat khuyén
khich NCS hoc thém computer va finance, va ho c6 rat nhiéu khéa hoc vé ciac nganh nay. Néu
ban c6 kha ning, ban c¢6 thé 14y PhD vé toan, dong thoi lam cit nhan hodc Master vé computer
science. R4t nhiéu NCS sau khi lam PhD vé toidn xong ra lam cho céc hang cda My vé mdy tinh
ho#ic finance. Céc cong ty ndy rit trong cdc anh c6 bang PhD vé todn, vi bang PhD vé todn chirng
td anh c6 dau éc phan tich tét, biét lam viéc doc lap, va biét hard working. Néi chung ban c6 thé
hoc thém dwoc rat nhiéu thit trong lic lam PhD, néu ban mudn.

Trong thoi gian 5 ndm lam PhD ban sé hoc héi duge nhiéu diéu cia nuwde My. Trude hét 1a
tiéng Anh (dung ra 1a tiéng My); cdch 1am viéc va giao thiép cia ngudi nuwde ngoai. ROl nira 1a
cach lam business & My. Nén nhé rang & My rat nhiu nguoi tir tay trang, nho vao tai ning, y
chi, d4 vwon lén rit nhanh (hon & chau Au). Ban sé dwoc chitng kién tdn m#t vin héa My, tat
nhién khong phai cdi gi cling t6t. Nhitng diéu nay sé bé ich cho ban sau khi trd vé nuée lam viéc.



