
Will Eisner’s
Visual
Storytelling
and Bradford
Wright’s
Comic Book
Nation to
mention but a
few!

But aren’t
comics…er…”graphic
novels and sequential
art”--aren’t they
really for children?!

Would that it were true, Jenny! In that case, I wouldn’t have
wasted so much of my adult life reading them, and Stephen
Harper wouldn’t be mocking my course in the House of Commons!
But seriously, what you say is the purest form of s**t. Just ask
Pulitzer Prize winner Art Spiegelman if his Holocaust memoir,
Maus, is for children! Or artist/journalist Joe Sacco, author of
Safe-Area Gorazde and Palestine! Read Frank Miller’s The Dark
Knight Returns, his deconstructivist superhero volume, and I think
you’ll find these ain’t bedtime stories!

OK Professor, I suppose there are some
comics for adults out there. But what I’m

really interested in is the potential of
comics to help us study visual/verbal

rhetoric. I hope your course will explore
the proto-history of comics, including the
illuminated manuscripts of the medieval
period, as well as comics’ relevance to

current thinking about information design
and multimodality as delineated by
thinkers such as Edward Tufte and

Gunther Kress!

Comics, like any cultural
expression, embody the
ideological dispositions of
the age and, despite their
relatively low symbolic
capital, they richly reward
the critic’s attention!

Jenny, it could be true that you just
heard. But what I think you’re really

interested in is the comics course
itself! If you don’t mind, let’s say the
course is about “graphic novels and
sequential art.” That’s a term I’ve

borrowed in part from Scott McCloud-
-one of the many comic book artists
and theorists we’ll read during the

course.

Ok, I’m writing
 this down. Any

other key
people and

texts I should
know about?

Gotta run, Jenny!
Looking forward to
seeing you next
term!

Hi Professor! I
just heard you
were offering a
graduate course
in comics! Can
this be true?
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